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forth that they were being arbitrarily and unjustly transferred
from the Company to another master, and that they were resolved
" to make a fine gale of it in order not to serve the Crown."
It enumerated all the batteries of artillery in northern India
which might be expected to join the movement.. It also stated
that the artillery would break away from Meerut and march
upon Delhi (less than thirty miles) in the hope that the other,
or Koyal, European troops " would not fire a shot" against their
countrymen, I took this letter to General Windham (of
Crimean celebrity), who then commanded the Lahore Division,
and he requested me to accompany Mm on his visit to the
barracks on the evening of that day, as a witness in the event
of serious circumstances suddenly arising. Before we reached
the barracks, reports came that the artillerymen had refused to
turn out for ordinary duty, and that the cavalry were following
their example. On entering the barracks in company with the
regimental commandants, we found the men in somewhat wild
disorder; they began to salute us with cries like those which
sometimes come from the gallery of a theatre. General
Windham evidently desired to bring them back to the sem-
blance of order without applying force. When he raised his
voice they instinctively gathered round him in silence. He
began by simply saying they were all English, Scotch or Irish,
on which cries arose of " so we be "; whatever name they might
be called by, they were to fight for old England in this foreign
country; while obedience would be commanded and enforced,
justice would be done; it was, as they all knew, the practice of
general officers to enquire for complaints or grievances, therefore
a certain number of them were to come with him outside and
state what they meant by refusing to obey their officers,
while the rest must stay inside the barracks. . The men then
became quiet, and a few were selected by the regimental
officers to attend the General outside. Upon being required
to explain themselves, they said in effect that the conditions of
their service were being broken by their transfer to the Crown.
Their meaning was set forth by such words as " we ought not
to be turned over from the Company to any one else without